Types of Government


	Absolute Monarchy

a monarch (king or queen) inherits the right to rule and has unlimited power
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Example:  In a monarchy, rulers are not elected by the people.  Saudi Arabia is an absolute monarchy.


	Constitutional Monarchy

[image: image2.wmf]a monarch (king or queen) inherits the right to rule, but is limited by laws and a law making body elected by the people
Example:  Canada and the United Kingdom are both examples of a constitutional monarchy.



	Dictatorship

[image: image3.wmf]a government where one person holds all of the political power and suppresses any opposition through the use of military force
Example:  Citizens usually have few rights in a dictatorship.  Cuba is an example of a dictatorship.

	Oligarchy
a government  where a small group holds political power
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Example:  Leaders in an oligarchy hold power because of their wealth, military strength, family connections, political influence, or privilege.



	Theocracy

a form of oligarchy 
where the power is held by a group of religious leaders
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Example:  Iran is an example of a theocracy.


	Anarchy 
a state of lawlessness or political disorder due to the absence of governmental authority.


	[image: image6.wmf]Direct Democracy
all citizens vote directly on issues
Example:  Direct democracies occurred in some New England towns.


	Representative Democracy
[image: image7.wmf]the people vote for representatives who lead the country and make laws
Example:  The United States is an example of a Representative Democracy.




